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figures for 1934, that—contrary to the Moscow statement
that the 1934 harvest would equal that of 1933—the average
harvest was "considerably below that of 1933." We also know
from other accounts that the harvest in the Soviet Ukraine was
so bad that the combined reaping machines could be used
only in a few exceptional cases even in the most fertile regions,
because, as Izvestia and Pravda repeatedly declared, the
machines could be used only where the corn grew to a normal
height, which was not the case in that year. There is no need
to stress the significance of the fact that the grain did not
reach a sufficient height to be reaped by these machines in a
country so fertile as the Ukraine.
Authentic reports, whose reliability can at any time be
confirmed through the Vienna relief committee, show that
by the end of 1934 the position in the German Volga district
was disastrous, and that the German peasants did not possess
the minimum quantities of grain even for the near future. We
know that some of the big German villages have lost 50 or
even 60 per cent of their population in the last few years.
The position was worst, however, in the Southern Ukraine.
Messrs. Denny and Duranty, the two Anglo-Saxon journalists
who enjoy the highest esteem of the Kremlin, had to admit
that the harvest dropped to zero in the places affected by the
. drought, and that even in the autumn the individual peasants
in the Ukraine had such scanty supplies that there could be
no doubt that they would be afflicted with famine.
These remaining individual peasants are the chief martyrs
of the food shortage. Mr. Denny, whose impressions of the
future development of the Russian food situation is admittedly
based chiefly on visits paid to collective farms and on informa-
tion given by the heads of these institutions, resolved in July
1934 to visit some individual peasants also. As a result of his
conversations with them he had to admit that they would soon
be without reserves—in other words, would be starving. Many
of those to whom he talked said that they did not know how

